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INTRODUCTION

Snorkeling is an adventure sport that is safe, easy, inexpensive and most of all fun. It is a 
fantastic activity that lets you experience a strong connection with nature. It makes you feel  
liberated and vibrant. The underwater fish and other aquatic creatures open up a whole new 
exciting world to explore. 

Unlike SCUBA diving which needs special training expensive gear and certification, snor-
keling is simple and an affordable actiivty that needs no training and very little by way of 
gear. Well-selected snorkel, mask and fins  are the basic equipment needed for snorkeling 
although there are other accessories that heighten the fun and make you enjoy the sport 
more.

Planning for a snorkeling vacation with your friends, companion or family is easy as all you 
require is the basic snorkeling gear for the sport.  For enjoying snorkeling, you should be a 
fairly good swimmer and a basic fitness level as the activity is quite strenous. And if you are 
a novice at it, prepare to have a good laugh at your appearance as when you first wear the 
gear you will look and feel like fish out of the water. 

But once you enter into the sea, you will be enthralled by the view and nothing else will mat-
ter. One of the important things to take care of when you start on your snorkeling advneture 
is to have the right equipment. This ebook will guide you on buying the appropriate snorke-
ling gear so your experience is further enhanced and beyong compare. Dive into the details 
and know how to equip yourself for having a truly wonderful time underwater.
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In general all water sports need some form of equipment to be used relative to the specific 
sport. Snorkeling also needs some specific gear which enables you to actively take part in 
the sport. The basic equipment required for snorkeling include

•	 Snorkel
•	 Fins
•	 Mask
•	 Snorkeling	vest

While the above list may seem simple, when you shop for the equipment, you are bound to 
be overwhelmed at the extensive range of styles and embellishments added to each of these 
items. Here is a guide to help you choose better.

MASK 
A snorkeling mask is a device that lets you view underwater world clearly. Without the mask, 
all things underwater would just be a big blur. The mask provides a space before your eyes 
enabling you to focus on the view clearly.  

Masks	are	of	different	types	based	on	the	styles,	features	and	materials	used.	The	guide	on	
choosing the right mask is explained in a separate chapter later in this book. 

SNORKEL
The snorkel is an apparatus that consists of a tube to enable breathing  while you are sub-
merged.  The snorkel also helps save energy. On an average  the weight of human head is 
about 10 pounds. 

CHAPTER 1:
Snorkel Equipment Essentials
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The snorkel helps save the energy you spend on lifting your head out of water to breathe in 
air. Snorkels are made in different sizes to suit adults and children. They differ in length too.

FINS
Finsa server for easy movement in water. They are worn on feet and let you move over a 
greater distance.

The fins are attached  to the feet just like a shoe with a foot or half a foot pocket and heel 
strap. Some fin styles are based on the environment they are used in, while you can also 
find fins that are exclusively created for a some specific use.

SNORKELING VEST
Snorkeling vest are especially needed for snorkelers who are not strong in swimming and 
for small children although all snorkelers can benefit from the vest. Visit http://lovesnorke-
ling.com/kids-snorkel-sets/ to get more info on children’s snorkel kits.

The main purpose of snorkeling vest is to give you rest in the middle of snorkeling in case 
you have overexerted when you are in water. 

Addition of air orally into the vest helps create a negative buoyance letting you remain afloat 
until the time you feel sufficiently rested to continue with the activity.

http://lovesnorkeling.com/kids-snorkel-sets/
http://lovesnorkeling.com/kids-snorkel-sets/
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Although the vest helps in creating a buoyant effect it does not substitute for a life jacket.

RECOMMENDED COMFORT ITEMS
The items mentioned above are essential snorkeling gear. In addition to these, there are oth-
er items that most snorkelers use for exposure protection such as wetsuits or shorted made 
of neoprene rubber, rash guards and jumpsuits made of lycra. 

Such suits  have multiple benefits wich include protection from sun’s rays, thermal insula-
tion and protection from contact with different marine creatures. 

Other than the suits, there are comfort items that improve the snorkeling experience and 
turn it into a highly enjoyable sport. Cleaners, defoggers, padded fins, mask straps and 
cards and books on fish make the snorkeling more fun to do.

CHOOSING THE BEST SNORKELING EQUIPMENT
While it is common belief that the more expensive an item is the higher its quality you 
should	be	able	to	idntify	a	quality	equipment	regardless	of	its	price	tag.	Most	aften	the	best	
equipment are those that meet with your specific snorkeling requirments. 

Here are a few pointers to help you decide which is best for you

COMFORT
This is of vital significance as any gear you purchase should make you feel phsyciall com-
fortable. This will enhance your performance and make the activity more enjoyable.

PROPER FIT
Ill fitting gear can make the entire experience a frustrating one. While you are shopping for 
fins and masks, ensure they have the right fit. This will help in preventing water from enter-
ing in case of a mask and in fins, too loose or too tight fins can lead to irriation due to blis-
ters or cramping.

QUALITY OF GEAR
Good quality gear lasts for longer time and will not need too much maintenance. Low quality 
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materials can affect the snorkeling adversely and can affect the comfort and fit of the gear. 

LOOK INTO THE BENEFITS AND FEATURES
Find out about the features of every item you purchase. A particular feature may enhance the 
performance of an equipment more, so make sure you know about the features and benefits 
of the various parts of an equipment before you start shopping.

MAINTENANCE
When you start your research, verify whether user friendly parts for replacement are avail-
able for the equipment. While top quality equipment is guaranteed to last for several years, 
some parts may undergo more wear and tear than the rest and hence require replacement. 
For instance, fin straps or mask straps will need occasional replacement. So, it is best to 
know beforehand that the replacement parts are accessible easily.

AFFORDABLE GEAR
Have a rough estimate of the amount you want to spend on the gear and shop around for 
equipment that meet with your budget requirements. With proper research, you can easily 
get good quality gear at economical pricing.

When you know the specific type of equipment you need, the features it requires and the 
budget,  you can easily narrow down the choices before you. You will be able to make an 
informed decision and buy the equipment with confidence and enjoy the sport more fully.
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Snorkel, as mentioned in the previous chapter, is a very important equipment for snorkeling. 
Naturally you have a wide range of options in snorkels based on the type, style, size and 
quality. 

And there are snorkels that are used for scuba diving too. So, you need to know the specific 
considerations to look into for buying an appropriate snorkel that boosts your performance 
in water.

BASIC MODEL
Generally it is best to keep in mind that for snorkeling any type of snorkel will help. It is just 
a tube that lets you breathe when you are under water. Nevertheless having certain additions 
done to the tube will certainly make your snorkeling time more enjoyable. 

DOES IT FIT WELL?
The snorkel mouthpiece should fit comfortably and  should not exert pressure on your 

CHAPTER 2:
Choosing The Right Snorkel Type
For Improved Performance
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mouth	excessively.	Most		often	silicone	is	used	for	the	mouthpieces.	The	piece	on	which	you	
bite to stablize the snorkel in your mouth should be comfortable to use and not make you 
use too much biting force.

SNORKEL FEATURES
The snorkel has many features added to it to make the snorkeling an unforgettable and ex-
citing	experieince.	Most	of	the	features	in	the	snorkel	are	designed	to	make	it	efficient	and	
comfortable for the user. The purge valve for instance helps to clear the snorkel efficient-
ly. Without it, you may have to use a strong blowing force on the tube or even remove the 
mouthpiece to clear your snorkel.

Snorkels are of three types basically. They are:

•	 Open	tube
•	 Semi	dry
•	 Dry

For swimming in rough waters, a semi dry type is best suited. This way you will not have to 
gulp huge amounts of sea water. 

A dry type is useful in some situations especially when you are accustomed to diving deep 
to explore the underwater kingdom. The main disadvantage with this type of snorkel is it 
difficult to get a good inhale sometimes.

DIMENSIONS OF SNORKEL
Too short length of the snorkel tube will make it easily susceptible to water fill. On the other 
hand, a long tube will make it difficult for you to breathe. Exhalation is especially difficult as 
you will not be able to get water or air out that easily.

The diameter of the tube also has the same difficulty. A large diameter leads to larger dead 
space making it difficult for you to clear the snorkel tube properly. A narrow diameter will 
make it difficult to breathe in or out. 
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It is best to minimize dead space in the snorkel without making the snorket too narrow or 
short. This will help clearing of the snorket easier and less CO2 build up or water fill will oc-
cur.

The appropriate dimensions of snorkel actually depends on the individual using it. But in 
general the snorkels available now are sufficient for an average snorkeler. Visit http://loves-
norkeling.com/ to know more about the right fitting snorkel for you.

ADDITIONS
An increase in the extra features added to the snorkel will cause the snorkel to become bulk-
ier. This can cause moure drag, or it may snag onto something as you dive or can be just 
annoying. While the features may look good on paper, they may not be so when you are in 
water.

BUDGET
Snorkel does not cost much. It is available starting from $15 and the most high end models 
which are usually the dry ones are priced at around $40.

http://lovesnorkeling.com/
http://lovesnorkeling.com/


11   •   www.lovesnorkeling.com

CHAPTER 3:
Snorkel Mask Choices

The snorkel mask is undoubtedly the most significant of the snorkeling equipment. It has to 
have the right fit. If it does not fit properly, it can spoil the entire experience and may even 
be risky.

You need to chose a high quality mask with the right features to enjoy the snorkeling fully. 
Here are some tips to help you.

TIGHT FIT
The mask fits on the nose and gives a very tight seal on the forehead, side of face and under 
the nose. If it is very wide or too tall, the proper seal will not be present. Of the various fea-
tures, the fit is the only thing that should be focused on.  

PARTS OF MASK

MASK  SKIRT
	This	is	a	very	important	part	as	it	gives	a	good	seal	all	around.	Made	of	a	soft	and	flexible	
material the skirt is either of silicone or plastic.

The mask skirts made of plastic are the most inexpensive of the various mask models. How-
ever the plastic skirt is less flexible and the seal is also very poor and lasts only for a limited 
period.

A silicion skirt is more durable and gives a good seal. It stretches well and lasts easily for 
ten years or even more. Ensure that the mask you buy is made of good quality silicone.
While silicone skirt masks are available in clear or black colors, the clear type is more pre-
ferred. Although the black is favorable for photograpers to prevent stray light entering in, it 
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gives a claustrophobic feel and also reduces peripheral vision.

LENSES/WINDOWS
Lenses in masks are made of glass that is impact resistant and not of plastic especially the 
good quality masks. The number of lenses in the mask also affects its functionality. It can 
affect the right fit, peripheral vision, the air volume present inside and unobstructed vision.

CLASSIC MASK
This mask type has a single big lens. It is a high volume mask that has a poor seal in gener-
al.

SINGLE LENS MASK
Single lens types have nose pocket for unobstructed view in front. The problem with this 
type of mask is there is less space for accomodating bridge of your nose. A split type would 
be a better option especially when the water pressure starts pushing your mask inwards.

TWO /SPLIT LENS
The split front type provides more spaceand has a lower air volume.

THREE OR FOUR LENS
This type of mask has side windows for better light, peripheral vision and for reducing the 
claustrophobic feeling. The windows, instead of distracting you, will help you view things 
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more natrually. The air volume increases with the side window addition.

MASK WITHOUT FRAME
This mask does not contain the stiff frame made of plastic. The silicone skirt glues to the 
front lens directly. You can find lightweight frameless masks of low volume that are very 
felxible and if you look hard you can get one that fits perfectly too.

LOW VS HIGH AIR VOLUME
High air volume has more space, air and buoyancy. Low volume provides better seal and is 
easier to remove water from. The only drawback is it has less visibility.The less pressure in 
the mask needs to be equalized as you dive down.Read the reviews at http://lovesnorkeling.
com/category/snorkel-reviews/ to know more about the options available.

PURGE VALVE
The purge valve is present near the bottom part of nose pocket. It is a tiny flap that lets you 
hold the mask and blow your nose light to remove the water that has leaked into  the mask. 
You can remove water without disturbing the seal.

Even without the valve, if you blow out you can eject the water via the skirt bottom and re-
seal it. The problem with purge valves is you need to have a replacement handy incase it 
gets damaged.

FULL FACE MASKS
These are innovative models where you have the snorkel and mask as a single unit. 

PRESCRIPTION MASKS
If you are wearing glasses, you need to have prescription lenses fitted to the mask. And the 
two lens type is ideal for this situation.

CAMERA MASKS
Some masks have a camera attached to them making it easier to take shots. 

http://lovesnorkeling.com/category/snorkel-reviews/
http://lovesnorkeling.com/category/snorkel-reviews/
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Buying a snorkel kit instead of purchasing individual parts is also a good option. Instead 
of purchasing each component separately buying everything in a single set saves time and 
money too. You can also cusomize the snorkel set to suit your requirements. There different 
types of snorkel sets avaialble including budget snorkel set, specialist snorkel and small vol-
ume type mask with snorkel.

While it is easier to rent out snorkeling gear, having your own set has certain advantages. A 
basic kit consists of snorkel, mask and fins. Here are some of the benefits of using snorke-
ling kits.

ECONOMICAL
If you enjoy snorkeling and indulge in the activity frequently, owning a snorkeling kit is the 
economical choice as renting out the gear every time would only increase your expenses. 
When you shop for the right snorkeling kit, it will last for a long time and you can set off to 
your snorkeling vacation anytime you want to.  The gear will need very little maintenance 

CHAPTER 4:
Benefits of Snorkeling Kits



15   •   www.lovesnorkeling.com

and you can even add on accessories to the basic kit as and when needed.

SAFE SNORKELING
With a good quality kit, you can be assured of safety, convenience and comfort.  You will 
be able to focus on the view and enjoy your underwater experience better. Visit http://loves-
norkeling.com/category/snorkel-reviews/ to know about the quality and safety of snorkeling 
equipment.

SNAG BETTER DEALS
Most	of	the	snorkeling	kits	available	online	and	in	the	stores	are	more	affordable,	when	
compared to buying each equipment separately. The price of the combined equipment are 
often priced less and such package deals are a great way to reduce the purchase prices even 
further. 

While you purchase snorkeling kits, make sure you look into each item and verify their fea-
tures. Some stores offer customized kits, where you can choose the individual gear accord-
ing to your requirement and pay a discounted amount on them.

http://lovesnorkeling.com/category/snorkel-reviews/
http://lovesnorkeling.com/category/snorkel-reviews/
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CHAPTER 5:
Snorkeling Accessories That Make It
Easier And Enjoyable
Although it is sufficient to have basic snorkeling gear, accessories let you enjoy the sport 
more.  For instance, sun protection cream is a must have. So is a floatation device, if you 
are not good at swimming. Here are some important accessories you can consider buying.

ANTI FOG
This prevents fogging inside the mask. You need to just apply the product inside your mask.

WRAPPER FOR MASK STRAP
This is especially useful for long haired women. The wrapper is a neoprene strip that pro-
tects your hair from snagging on the strap.

FISH ID PICTURES
Slates with fish images are available which you can take along while snorkeling. It is easier 
to identify the fish you are viewing. 

RASH GUARDS
While sunscreen works well, using a rash guard shirt with long sleeves is a more conveneint 
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way to keep away from the harmful sun rays. It also keeps you warm and protects from the 
deadly sting of jelly fish. 

SNORKELING VESTS
This is just like a lifeguard. Although it is not necessary for strong swimmers, children 
should have it on.

SNORKEL GEAR BAG
A good quality snorkel backpack fitted with padded straps makes it easier to carry your gear 
around. 

WATERPROOF BAG
A waterproof bag is handy to carry your wallet, car keys, phone and other important items 
while your are snorkeling.

SNORKELING BELT
This is useful for carrying shoes, camera and waterproof box and leaves you to swim freely. 
You can even create a good fitting elastic belt on your own.

WEIGHT BELT
This helps you stay down and have the best angle for your underwater photographs. 

SNORKELING SHOES 
These are very useful in rough water entry areas. Even if your fins are of closed foot type the 
shoes help in easier entry. You have to carry the shoes hooked to your belt as this is only 
for the rocky entrances. If you have fins of open foot type, the shoes can be fitted inside the 
fins. But you should buy appropriate fins that are sufficiently big to accommodate the shoes.

SNORKELING WATCH
Wearing a watch is very handy when you want to check on the length of time you have been 
in water. When you are underwater surrounded by beautiful marine scenery it is natural to 
lose sense of time. Having a watch that is waterproof will help. Further there are advanced 
watches available with digital and depth reading features available in all price ranges.
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As mentioned before buying snorkeling gear is a wise investment, if snorkeling trips are 
a regular occurrence for you.  While buying ensure you consider each piece of equipment 
thoroughly and look for the right fit for each. Here are some tips:

MAKE A GEAR LIST
Write down a list of all the snorkeling gear you require. Other than the basic gear like snor-
kel, mask and fins you will also be needing a wetsuit, if the area you are snorkeling has pret-
ty low temperatures. If you involve in the activity during fall or winter too, a wet suit is nec-
essary. Add on other accessories that you require for your snorkeling activity.

PROPER SEAL
Make	sure	you	select	a	mask	with	silicone	seal.	Silicone	seal	helps	to	keep	the	mask	firm-
ly on the face without slipping.  A mask is just a single piece that contains nose covering 
molded together with goggles for eye protection. Fit of mask is important as it should not 
allow air to enter inside. It is best to try on different pairs to test the fit.

SNORKEL BUYING TIPS
Snorkel is the most critical piece in snorkeling, hence you should pay more attention to it. 
Ideally a lipguard should be part of a snorkel. This prevents saltwater from entering into the 
mouthpiece. For deep water snorkeling, choose a snorkel that is longer in length.

TIGHT FITTING FINS
Choose fins that have a tight fit on your feet.  The fit should be such that the fins have a 
snug fit but let you walk easily in them. Try walking a few steps in the store with the fins. 
They should be tight enough to not fall off, while swimming and loose enough to prevent 
cutting into the skin.

CHAPTER 6:
Buying Tips For Acquiring The Best
Snorkeling Gear And Accessories
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Fins made of rubber do not have much power when compared to stiff bladed fins, especially 
when you want to swim a greater distance. The ideal choice would be to use a foot pocket 
made of soft rubber and a plastic blade. Both types let you float easily.

WETSUITS
If you plan on snorkeling in  very cold water, using a wetsuit will help protect from the low 
temperatures. It also protects form the sun’s rays. 

Some wetsuits also provide protection from coral reef. A coral reef can damage skin, if you 
accidentally come in contact with it. While choosing the suit ensure it has a snug fit without 
even a tiny gap.

SNORKEL VEST
Unlike the life jacket that is designed for preventing your head from going under water, the 
snorkel vest  provides sufficient buoyancy, so you float facedown as you do in snorkeling. 
The vest can be inflated or reduced as per your needs. A completely inflated vest obstructs 
maneuverability and your diving efficiency. It is best to inflate the vest when you are feeling 
tired towards the end of your snorkeling.

MONEY SAVING TIPS
Buying combo sets can reduce the price of the gear. Look for kits or combo packs to save 
money.

Online shopping offers better deals and good discounts. Sites like http://lovesnorkeling.com/ 
offer good deals.

Winter shopping offers better deals. It is the time when shops selling snorkeling and scuba 
gear. So you can purchase at discounted prices as shops look to unload most of the inven-
tory.

http://lovesnorkeling.com/
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Regardless of where you want to enjoy your snorkeling,  be it the great barrier reef or a 
snorkeling session in a pond or lake in your locality, snorkeling offers the best recreation-
al activity. It is highly enjoyable passtime and has various benefits like providing your body  
good exercise  and being an activity that is easy on your pocket. 

As the snorkels are designed to let you breathe easily underwater, they serve as a cost effec-
tive option  for those who are looking to explore underwater when compared to buying sea 
diving gear or scuba gear. 

But while snorkeling is simple and requires very few equipment, you need to consider the 
choices carefully for the main gear purchase including the snorkel, mask and fins. 

When you buy good quality gear, you can enjoy the sport for longer span without worrying 
about	the	fit	or	faulty	equipment.	Maintenance	would	be	minimal	with	good	equipment	and	
you will not be required to make minor but irritating adjustments while snorkeling. Improper 
fit in the snorkel, mask or fins wil cause you to fiddle constantly with the gear robbing you 
of the enjoyment in the activity.

With compreshensive tips on the various snorkeling equipment, you will be able to purchase 
the necessary gear that fit properly and provide you ultimate comfort. At http://lovesnorke-
ling.com/, you can find quite an extensive range of options for various snorkeling gear and 
accessories ensuring you buy the appropriate gear for your snorkeling trip. 

To revel in snorkeling and explore the corals, marine life and different fish species without 
worrying about lack of air  or returning back to water surface frequently choose the right 
gear. With the perfect snorkeling gear purchase tips in this book, you can possess affordable 
and efficient gear that last for many years and give you the the same happiness and excite-
ment as they had given when they were brand new. 

CONCLUSION

http://lovesnorkeling.com/
http://lovesnorkeling.com/

